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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attomev General of California 
SARA J:IJRAKE 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
WI1L.jj;.M L. WH,LlAMS, JR. 
Deputy Atl.Vmey General 
State Bar No. 99581 

1300 I Street. Suite 125 
P.O. Box 944255 
Sacramento, CA 94244~2550 
Telephorw. (916) 324·3725 
Fax: (916) 327-2319 
E-mail: Bin. Wil11amS@doj.CtL.&QV 

Attorneysfar ComplainanL 

BEFORE THE 
CALIFORNIA GAMBLiNG (;ONl'ROL COMMISSION 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

ATTACHMENT A 

14 In the !\4...atter of the Accusation A~st: 
I CGCC Case No. _____ _ 

15 ARTIG'HOKE JOE's';.aCalifornia 9orporation OAHNo., ______ . __ 
dba ARTICHOKE .T0E'SCASINO 

t6 659 Huntlngton Avenue STIPlJLATION FOR MDDIFWJ> 
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San Bruno, CA 94056..0000 EMERGENCY ORDER 

OambIingLicenseNG. GEGE-OOI001 

Respondent. 

STIPULATION 

1. Crimitmlloan-sharking in relation to the opetaticm of controlled games cannot be 

tolerated under the Gambling Control Act. Aceord"mgly. the Bureau ofGamb1ing Control and 

Artichoke Joe's (hereafter the Parties) stipulate to the Gambling ControlCotmnission's issuance 

of the attached Modified Emergency Order pursuant to Business and Professions Code section . 
fU"',,"J..D r 

19931, subdiVision (c). The attached otder shall remain in effect until the iMI order of the 

27 Commission k m ........ in • '+~'thp. .:s~ 
, . -.." 

28 ,l:iCCOiR 011 MAJi6h 4. 29 i i . 



2. On or before Apn1 11, 2011. ·the Parties shall meet and confer to reach a 

tomprehensive resohJtion of the pending accusation aIld ~ny known claims which could ~the I 2 

3 
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subject of an accusa:tloo. against Artichoke Joe '8, including measures that attempt roassurc the I 
~tmation of crimina!........-iog in relation III rho operation ofl:<>Jll1nlled -. I 

3. 1£ the Parties are unable to reach such a resolutiorV settlCl'nent by Aprilll. 201 L the 11, 
Pames expressly agree totbe within referenced disciplinary matter being heard by the 

10 

11 

no later tban May 2, 20n~at the Commission's calendaring convenience. 

ThepBnies sball jointljt requesftbat the Administrative La,w Judge rend.er bis OJ' her 

wnttenpropQsed decision within fifteen (IS) days oftl1ehearing, and that the Commi$Sionreview 

andappJ:ove., disapprove or modifY the proposeddeemon within thirty (30) d4!Ys thereafter. 

12 5. Artichoke loe'sexpresslyand unequivocally waives, an)' ,elaims that it may have 

13 regarding-the Bureau's issuance of its emergency order on March 2. 201 1. the administrative 

14proecdure to implementlt, tUldIorthe closUleof Artichoke Joe's Card roorninreliance uponthat 

IS emergency order. Artichok. Joc·s,boWever. does DOt waive any claims ',()r rights to the tinlcly 

16, return of am' property seized dllr,ingthe ,insp~on on March 2.2011. ptoVidedsuch claim is 

17 tin1elY'~;attQ~iSC()vCty of~umentsneededU) defend against the A~\1satiOn pursuant to 

18 Government Code sectKm 11507.6; 

19 '6. By entering itmt tb$$tipuletion. ArtlcMke Joe~l-daes npt admit of.lienytbe 

20 @llcgatioDS In the, accusstkmt or waiveo! p~~ any of its de~claims or rigbtsin 

21mponseto theaCCllBation. 

22 7. By ~into this Stiplllation, the Bureau of Gambling Cootroldoes DOt waive. any 

23: factuaJ 811egatiQD$ or legal baSes as cause(s-} for disciPline intelation to the witbinrefet'(!nced 

24, pending disciplinary mattet.,andreserves all rights with rogard~jmy disciplinarybe.ring that 

25 ~ may be he;ldinti_.ttet. 

26 ' 8: The parties e.gree to jbintty sub11litthts Stipulation to the Qamblinl Control 

27 CoIlU.llimon at the earliest available date, and ae~edge that thiscstiputationand theauached 

28mo'di.fi~ erne~Qrder ate subject to CoIDJQissionapprova! under Business and Pr~fcss!ons 2' ' " , 

I 
! 



4' ' • ., 

Code section 19931tc subdivision (c), andJurther 8~that no member of the Commission. uor 

2 the Executive Ditectorofthe COl1lmission, shall be disqualified 'from tbehearirig or determination 

3 of the Accusatlon by bfhislher consideration of tis Stipulation. 

4 IT 'IS 80 STIPULATED. 
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Dated: Maroh2i, 2011 

Date¢ Maroh~. 20]1 

17 Dated: M81'Ch~.2011 
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19 Dated! Metoh~2011 
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"'IS.' 
'OwnIr'{jfAffl~ Joe 'sCasino 
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BEFORE THE 
CALIFORNIA GAMBLING CONTROL COMMISSION 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

13 InRe: 
CGCC Case No. ______ _ 
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ARTICHOKE JOE'S, a California Corporation 
dba ARTICHOKE JOE'S CASINO 
659 Huntington Avenue 
San Bruno, CA 94066 

Gambling License No. GEGE-00I007. 

Respondent. 

OAHNo. ________ _ 

MODIFIED EMERGENCY ORDER 

EMERGENCY ORDER 

TO: ARTICHOKE JOE'S, a California Corporation 
dba ARTICHOKE JOE'S CASINO 
659 Huntington Avenue 
San Bruno, CA 94066 

25 1. Effective March ft. 2011, the suspension of the state gambling license of Artichoke 

26 Joe's and the prohibition from offering controlled games as set forth in the March 2,2011, 

27 emergency order by the Department of Justice, Bureau of Gambling Control (Bureau) is lifted 

28 subject to the following conditions: 

MODIFIED EMERGENCY ORDER 



1 2. Artichoke Joe's shall take any and all reasonable steps to assure that no criminal loan-
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sharking occurs in relation to the operation of the gambling establishment and/or any controlled 

games, including but not limited to reorganization of it~ operation, and supervision of its games. 
,4+"'ac~ ttl). G.,Jt,iJ,-i A IS A.r1,c.I.tJluJ • .J'"cN~:.s (t'\,,,+,d ~(At1. 

3. Artichoke Joe's shall provide that its surveillance of the public areas is monitored by 

trained staff live 24 hours a day, everyday. Artichoke Joe's shall allow the Bureau upon request 

immediate and full investigatory access to its operational security and surveillance, including 

surveillance video, to assure that criminalloan-sharking not take place. 

8 4. Pai Gow games played with tiles shall not be offered as a controlled game at any table 

9 within Artichoke Joe's while this order is in effect or until it is modified by further order of the 

10 Commission. 

11 5. No podium and/or satellite cage in the Pai Gow Tiles section of Artichoke Joe's shall 

12 be used to store gambling equipment, cash, chips or cash equivalents. 

13 6. Artichoke Joe's shall fully cooperate in the Bureau's investigation of criminal loan-

14 sharking that is the subject of the Bureau's emergency order, including but not limited to, 

15 allowing full access to Artichoke Joe's employees for interview. This paragraph shall not be 

16 construed to require Artichoke Joe's to infringe upon the legal rights of employees or third 

17 parties. This paragraph shall not be construed as a waiver of the right against self-incrimination, 

18 the right to legal representation, or the attorney-client privilege. 

19 7. Any violation of the conditions set forth in this order shall constitute a separate basis 

20 for administrative action and may result in reinstitution of the emergency closure order. 

21 SO ORDERED. 
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2 DATED: March/C, 2011 
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MODIFIED EMERGENCY ORDER 



March 7, 2011 

REORGANIZATION PLAN 

Because of the closure of the Artichoke Joe's Card Club due to the accusations brought 
by the Bureau of Gambling Control, Artichoke Joe's has agreed to implement a 
reorganization plan. Although the accusations were specific to employees working in the 
Pai Gow Tiles section, the plan goes beyond that section. 

1) All employees working in the Pai Gow tiles section will be suspended without 
pay immediately, including Weylin Fong, the key employee who managed the Pai 
Gow Tiles section. None of these employees will be allowed to return to work 
except as discussed below; anyone not allowed to return to work will be 
terminated. 

2) Artichoke Joe's will hire on a full-time consulting basis, for a minimum 90 day 
period, a gaming expert with law enforcement background to (i) evaluate 
suspended Pai Gow department employees for purpose of possible re-hiring; and 
(ii) advise Artichoke Joe's as to methods and procedures to maintain a gaming 
floor free from illegal activities including loan sharking and assist Artichoke Joe's 
in installing such procedures. Artichoke Joe's intends to offer this position to 
William Zender, a gaming expert and former Nevada gaming control board 
employee; Mr. Zender is out of the country until Wednesday of this week but ifhe 
is unavailable for this consultancy, Artichoke Joe's will retain another person of 
similar credentials. 

3) All of the specific allegations (causes for discipline) in the accusation filed by the 
Bureau of Gambling Control will be addressed in special training sessions. 

a) Loan-Sharking. All employees will be taught that it is a priority to be on 
the alert for any signs ofloan-sharking. They will be given tips on what to 
look for and how to report it to their supervisors. 

b) Illegal Drugs. All employees wilJ be taught that it is a priority to be on the 
alert for any signs of illegal drugs. The sale of or use of illegal drugs is 
strictly prohibited. They will be trained on what to look for and how to 
report any suspicious behavior to their supervisor. 

c) Large or Suspicious Cash Transactions. All cash handling employees in 
the card room department, as well as all cage cashiers, will receive a 
special retraining on large or suspicious cash transactions. All cash 
tracking forms and title 31 reporting requirements will be reviewed. 

4) Pai Gow Tiles and Other Floor Podiums - The Pai Gow tiles podium will be closed 
and not reopened until such time as pai gow tile games are allowed to operate, at the 
earliest. Strict guidelines will be adopted on the use of all floor podiums. It will be 
stressed that podiums are only for use by on-duty employees for work related activities, 
work sheets, tracking logs, rack count-downs, etc. Patrons are prohibited from using the 
podiums for any reason. 


